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WEST GERMANY: Cabinet consideration of the
draft version of the general political treaty nego-
tiated with East Germany will begin today.

The East and West German negotiatiors, Michael
Kohl and Egon Bahr, announced in a joint communiqué
yesterday that they had concluded their negotiations,
and that the two governments would review the treaty
today. If both governments approve, the treaty could
be initialed soon in Bonn. However, the West Germans
have already stated they will not sign the treaty un-
til after the parliamentary elections on 19 November.

The final version of the draft treaty is not
yet available, but according to Bahr, Pankow is will-
ing to include a reference that it disagrees with
Bonn on the "national gquestion"--after long rejecting
any mention of this issue whatsoever. Pankow appar-
ently is also willing to receive a West German "let-
ter on national unity," but the East Germans doubt-
less will publicize their own views on this question.
They may also have agreed to send a letter to Bonn
in which they acknowledge that Allied rights and re-
sponsibilities are not affected by the inter-German
treaty. Such a letter, in Bonn's view, would attest
that the treaty leaves open the gquestion of a final
peace treaty for all Germany. :

Bahr and other advocates

of the treaty will be able to point to the East Ger-
man "compromises" on major issues, the fact that

the treaty will lead to practical improvements in
relations between the two Germanies, and the Four
Power declaration concluded on 5 November, as rea-
sons the treaty should be accepted. To underline
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(their campaign theme that they keep the Social Demo-
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crats responsible, the Free Democratic ministers
might hold off final approval until Bahr seeks still
further cosmetic changes. There seems little chance,
however, that they would force a rejection of the
treaty. ‘

The opposition parties will be offered their
first official view of the treaty when the standing
committee of the Bundestag and the party chairmen
are briefed today. The cabinet decision is expected
+o be announced at a press_conference this afternoon.
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